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EXPERT OPINIONS

Europe Died in Pris!na?
23.03.2019 / Rein Müllerson

Not to be accused of plagiarism, I at once confess that this
!tle was prompted by the excellent book by Jacques
Hogard’s1, I read already some years ago. This highly
decorated French colonel, a par!cipant of the 1999 NATO war
against Serbia over Kosovo, became u"erly disillusioned by
double standards of Western countries in the process of this
so-called ‘humanitarian war’. I do not know whether the
damage done to the body, and especially to the soul, of the
Old Con!nent is indeed mortal, but the wounds inflicted by
this cowardly aerial bombardment in alliance on the ground
with a terrorist organisa!on (recognised earlier as such by the
US State Department) has indeed le# deep scars on the body
poli!c of Europe and beyond.
I am returning to these bygone days not only because it was
exactly 20 years ago (the NATO bombardment started 24
March 1999) that for the first !me a#er the Second World
War somebody, in complete disrespect of interna!onal law,
used massive military force in the very centre of Europe. This
aggression, covered by the fig leaf of a humanitarian
interven!on, quite an oxymoron, opened the door wide to
further unprincipled use of force in other places. I am
returning to those days also having just read Dick Marty’s, a
prominent Swiss lawyer and poli!cian, excellent though also
disturbing book A Par!cular Idea of Jus!ce2 published this
year in Switzerland. A#er Carla Del Ponte, the former
Procurator of the Interna!onal Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY), had published her book3, where she drew
a"en!on to the informa!on that some 300 kidnapped
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Serbians had been taken in 1999, shortly a#er the arrival of
NATO troops in Kosovo, with trucks from Kosovo to several
camps in Albania, where their organs were extracted to be
sold in foreign countries, the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe appointed Dick Marty to inves!gate those
alleged horrendous crimes that Western leaders and media
were eager not to men!on. In his report to the Parliamentary
Assembly Marty confirmed that ‘numerous indica!ons seem to
confirm that, during the period immediately a#er the end of
the armed conflict, before interna!onal forces had been able
to take control of the region and re-establish law and order,
organs were removed from some prisoners at a clinic on
Albanian territory, near Fushë-Krujë, to be taken abroad for
transplanta!on. Although some concrete evidence of such
traﬃcking already existed at the beginning of the decade, the
interna!onal authori!es in charge of the region did not
consider it necessary to conduct a detailed examina!on of
these circumstances or did so incompletely and superficially’.4
In his book Dick Marty describes the reluctance of many
Western poli!cians (e.g., former French Foreign Minister
Bernard Kushner, a co-founder of Médecins Sans Fron!ères
and the UN Representa!ve in Kosovo in 1999-2001), senior
diplomats (e.g., former US Ambassador to Kosovo Christopher
Dell) and high military commanders (e.g., US Brigadier-General
Steven Shook, former commander of the US Camp Bondsteel
in Kosovo) to even talk about these crimes and their eﬀorts to
prevent the truth to prevail and the jus!ce to be done. Dick
Marty concludes: ‘I think, and I have always maintained, that
the independence of Kosovo was not only achieved by using
means of doub&ul legality in the light of interna!onal law, but
it was also poorly carried out and responded to the interests
of certain governments, without at all taking account of the
interests of the people in the region’.5
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Let us recall briefly how this act of doub&ul legality (an
understatement) started. A#er the collapse of Yugoslavia,
encouraged by Western powers, interethnic conflict between
Kosovo Albanians (Kosovars) exacerbated in this Serbian
province. The UN Security Council became involved and twice
in 1998 adopted resolu!ons (Res. 1199 of 23 September; Res.
1203 of 24 October) condemned the violence in the province
by any party, considering it to be a threat to the peace and
security in the region, but at the same !me reaﬃrming the
sanc!ty of the territorial integrity of Serbia. Yet, already then
prepara!ons for an invasion were underway. Like always,
propaganda had to pave the way to bombs. A campaign of
demoniza!on of one party of this inter-ethnic and
vic!misa!on and some!mes even glorifica!on of the other
party served this purpose. NATO's spokesperson at !me Jamie
Shea (today Deputy Assistant Secretary General for Emerging
Security Challenges in NATO headquarters in Brussels)
excelled in this respect to an extent of becoming known in his
[6]
na!ve-country (the UK) as NATO’s ‘spin doctor’. While the
atroci!es of the Serbian side were all me!culously reported
(and there no doubt were such atroci!es), some!mes even
exaggerated, and any doubts as to the who and the how were
ignored, the parallel acts of the Kosovo Albanians, especially
the Kosovo Libera!on Army (KLA) fighters, which o#en
mirrored or exceeded the Serbian atroci!es, were either
downgraded or simply hushed up. And this was done
notwithstanding that shortly prior to the opera!on President
Bill Clinton's special envoy to the Balkans, Robert Gelbard, had
described the KLA as, ‘without any ques!ons, a terrorist
[7]
group’. The KLA had long been engaged in !t-for-tat a"acks
with Serbian na!onalists in Kosovo, using reprisals against
ethnic Albanians who ‘collaborated’ with the Serbian
government, and bombing police sta!ons and cafes known to
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be frequented by Serb oﬃcials, killing innocent civilians in the
process. Most of its ac!vi!es were funded by drug running,
though its !es to community groups and Albanian exiles gave
it local popularity.

[8]

The then UK Foreign Minister, Robin Cook, told the House of
Commons on 18th January 1999, i.e. only a couple of months
before the NATO bombing: ‘On its part, the Kosovo Libera!on
Army has commi"ed more breaches of the ceasefire, and un!l
this weekend was responsible for more deaths than the
security forces. It must stop undermining the ceasefire and
[9]

blocking poli!cal dialogue.’ Later it was revealed by Gabriel
Keller, a deputy head of the Kosovo Verifica!on Mission
(KVM), that: ‘… every pullback by the Yugoslav army or the
Serbian police was followed by a movement forward by [KLA]
forces [...] OSCE's presence compelled Serbian government
forces to a certain restraint [...] and UCK [i.e. KLA] took
advantage of this to consolidate its posi!ons everywhere,
con!nuing to smuggle arms from Albania, abduc!ng and
killing both civilians and military personnel, Albanians and
[10]

Serbs alike.’

However, such revela!ons from people who knew what was
going on the ground were drowned in the sea of
misinforma!on aimed at discredi!ng the Serbian side.
Another factor that confirms that NATO's a"ack had nothing
to do with humanitarian concerns is the so-called ‘Rambouillet
Agreement’, presented in February 1999 to Belgrade and to a
delega!on of Kosovo Albanians in the Chateau Rambouillet in
France. The la"er expressed their consent with the text of the
Agreement while Belgrade rejected it. This rejec!on was a
crucial step leading to the war. However, could anyone have
realis!cally expected Belgrade, or any other sovereign state for
that ma"er, to accept such an agreement? Appendix B of the
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Agreement, being an integral part of it, provided, inter alia,
that ‘NATO personnel shall enjoy, together with their vehicles,
vessels, aircra#, and equipment, free and unrestricted passage
and unimpeded access throughout the FRY (Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia that at that !me comprised of Serbia and
Montenegro) including associated airspace and territorial
waters. This shall include, but not be limited to, the right of
bivouac, manoeuvre, billet, and u!liza!on of any areas or
facili!es as required for support, training, and opera!ons.’
Furthermore, the authori!es in the FRY were obligated to
‘facilitate, on a priority basis and with all appropriate means, all
movement of personnel, vehicles, vessels, aircra#, equipment,
or supplies, through or in the airspace, ports, airports, or roads
[11]

used’. It was an ul!matum reques!ng uncondi!onal
surrender, something that no state that has not been defeated
in a war would have accepted. In a commentary released to
the press, the former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
declared: ‘The Rambouillet text, which called on Serbia to
admit NATO troops throughout Yugoslavia, was a provoca!on,
an excuse to start bombing. Rambouillet is not a document
that an angelic Serb could have accepted. It was a terrible
diploma!c document that should never have been presented
[12]

in that form’. Lord Gilbert stated in the House of Lord of the
Bri!sh Parliament: ‘I think the terms put to Milošević at
Rambouillet were absolutely intolerable; how could he
[13]
possibly accept them? It was quite deliberate’.
French journalist Pierre Péan, in his book with an emblema!c
!tle ‘Kosovo – a ’just’ war to create a mafia state’ quotes the
former Foreign Minister of France, Hubert Védrine, who
par!cipated in the Rambouillet nego!a!ons on Kosovo: ‘Robin
Cook [then Bri!sh Foreign Secretary] and I were looking for a
poli!cal solu!on, while Tony Blair was for a war. Madeleine
Albright [then US Secretary of State] was from the very
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beginning the most eager to go to war, equa!ng Milosevic
with Hitler […] As to Igor Ivanov [then Foreign Minister of
Russia] he constantly repeated: ‘I am here to prevent a war’,
though he detested Milosevic. Joshka Fischer [then Foreign
Minister of Germany], was constantly torn between us – Cook
and me – and Madeleine Albright, who was accusing the
German Foreign Minister, when he was leaning towards
[14]
finding a poli!cal solu!on, to be a le#ist’. Indeed a very
revealing informa!on. America sought a war, no more, no less.
Moreover, Dick Marty recalls an episode that took place in
2012 in Prague, where the former US Secretary of State,
facing a demonstra!on in favour of vic!ms of NATO
bombardment, could not refrain from loudly expressing her
hatred: ‘Disgus!ng Serbs, get out’.[15] Professor Bertrand Badie
of Science Po-Paris has observed that the Clinton
Administra!on’s foreign policy looked very much like a
symbolic con!nua!on of the Cold War: ‘the first post-bi-polar
world American President didn’t hesitate to nominate in
January 1997 Madeleine Albright as Secretary of State – a
person who incarnated the very spirit of the Cold War by her
background and family history. The daughter of a Czech
diplomate having le# the country just a#er the coup in Prague,
and who had worked in the Center for Strategic Studies has
[16]

one of the specialists on the USSR’. The appointment of
Cold War warriors to the top posts in the post-Cold War
period was certainly not the wisest move.
John Norris, Strobe Talbo"’s [the Deputy Secretary of State at
that !me] Director of Communica!ons during the Kosovo
crisis, wrote, ‘it was Yugoslavia’s resistance to the broader
trends of poli!cal and economic reform – not the plight of
Kosovar Albanians – that best explains NATO’s war. Milošević
had been a burr in the side of the transatlan!c community for
so long that the United States felt that he would only respond
[17]
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[17]

to military pressure’. Therefore Kosovo was not at all an
opera!on with humanitarian objec!ves, but a regime change
act with mainly geopoli!cal purposes and implica!ons, as the
crea!on of the Camp Bondsteel – the largest and the most
expensive foreign military base built by the US in Europe, since
the Vietnam War – tes!fies. And as a#er the destruc!on of
Iraq in 2003, in Kosovo among the major beneficiaries was of
the war was Kellogg, Brown and Root (KBR), a former
subsidiary of Halliburton, the company where Dick Cheney
was CEO before ascending to the White House as Vice. Pierre
Péan writes that Washington had been planning the
construc!on of the military base Bondsteel (built by an aﬃliate
of Halliburton – the American company whose Chairman and
CEO at that !me was future US Vice-President Dick Cheney)
in Kosovo long before NATO’s bombs started landing in
Serbia. In his opinion, ‘this confirms the view that the
Americans preferred war to peace’.[18]
Finally, an addi!onal fly in Kosovo’s anointment came in 2008
a#er the years of manipula!ve administra!on of Kosovo by
the so-called interna!onal community, including the United
Na!ons and the European Union. The recogni!on of the
independence of Kosovo by most Western states,
notwithstanding a clause in all Security Council resolu!ons on
Kosovo both before NATO’s invasion [Res. 1199 (23
September 1998), Res. 1203 (24 October 1998)] as well as
a#er the invasion [Res. 1244 (10 June 1999)], that emphasised
the importance of guaranteeing the territorial integrity of
Yugoslavia. Notwithstanding all these clauses most NATO and
EU member states recognised the declara!on of
independence of Kosovo, which, in turn, made it easier for the
Kremlin to recognize the two Georgian break-away provinces
as independent states. This, together with other such gung ho
approaches to interna!onal law, contributed to the
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undermining of the founda!ons of the la"er. The Advisory
Opinion delivered by the Interna!onal Court of Jus!ce on
22nd July 2010 sta!ng that Kosovo’s declara!on of
independence ‘did not violate general interna!onal law’,
though formally correct, is anodyne in content, and poten!ally
explosive in its consequences. Even if I were to declare my
house with its small plot of land in Tallinn independent from
Estonia, I would not be in breach of general interna!onal law
since interna!onal law simply does not deal with such ma"ers.
However, if a neighbouring state were to recognise my
extravagant declara!on, it would certainly violate general
interna!onal law; this would be a clear-cut interference in the
internal aﬀairs of my country.
As two 2016 published books with revealing !tles – Mission
Failure: America and the World in the Post-Cold War Era by
American Michael Mandelbaum and Why We Lose the Wars?
by Frenchman Gérard Chaliand – tes!fy, no Western
interven!on in the post-Cold War era has achieved its poli!cal
aims. Professor Mandelbaum writes: ‘The United States did
not succeed in ge)ng China to protect human rights, or
construc!ng smoothly func!oning free markets or genuinely
representa!ve poli!cal ins!tu!ons in Russia. It did not
succeed in installing well-run, widely accepted governments in
Somalia, Hai!, Bosnia, or Kosovo. It did not transform
Afghanistan or Iraq into tolerant, eﬀec!vely administered
countries. It did not bring democracy to the Middle East or
harmony between Israelis and Arabs’.[19] Gérard Chaliand
observes that ‘the balance sheet of wars waged by the major
military power of the XXI century, the United States, o#en
backed up by numerous allies, is without any doubt nega!ve:
enormous sums squandered with mediocre military results and
poli!cally disastrous consequences.’[20] However,
notwithstanding such a dismal record of American
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interven!ons abroad General David Petraeus, while conceding
that the United States has to learn its lesson of humility,
nevertheless recommends ‘more American interven!ons in
today’s crises, only be"er executed’.[21] Obviously, for him, like
for other neocons or liberal interven!onists, there are no
lessons learnt, no humility acceptable.
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